
 

Table 1: Benzene Levels in Beverage Product Samples 

FOUND, ppb 

PRODUCT METHOD 

1 

METHOD 

2 

Safeway Select Diet Root Beer, lot 1 <1   

Safeway Select Diet Root Beer, lot 2 <1   

Safeway Select Diet Cola, lot 1 1.3   

Safeway Select Diet Cola, lot 2 <1   

Food Lion Caffeine Free Diet Cola with Splenda 1.1   

Diet Dr. Pepper <1   

Diet Coke Sweetened with Splenda <1   

Diet Coke  <1   

Diet Pepsi, lot 1 <1   

Diet Pepsi, lot 2 <1   

Diet Rite Cola <1   

A&W Root Beer n.d.   

Diet A&W Root Beer n.d.   

Dr. Pepper <1   

Diet Cherry Vanilla Dr. Pepper <1   

Diet Pepsi Lime n.d.   

Giant Diet Sun Pop Orange, lot 1 3.5   

Giant Diet Sun Pop Orange, lot 2   <1 

Giant Diet Sun Pop Orange, lot 3    n.d. 

Diet Sunkist Orange Soda, lot 1 <1   

Diet Sunkist Orange Soda, lot 2 n.d.   

Faygo Creme Soda n.d.   

Faygo Orange <1   

Sprite <1   

Diet Sprite Zero n.d.   

Canada Dry Ginger Ale <1   

Squirt Citrus Burst n.d.   

Diet Ruby Red Squirt Citrus Berry Burst n.d.   

Diet Rite Tangerine Soda n.d.   

Jones FuFu Berry Soda <1   

Jones Sugar-Free Black Cherry Soda n.d.   

Canfield's Red Raspberry Sparkling Water Beverage n.d. <1 

Fanta Orange   n.d. 

Crush Orange   <1 

Products 

Containing 

Benzoate 

Only 

Safeway Select Clear Sugar Free Tropical Sparkling n.d.   



Water 

Nestea Cool Sweetened Lemon Iced Tea n.d.   

AquaCal Strawberry Flavored Water Beverage 

(reformulated) 
  n.d. 

AquaCal Peach Mango Flavored Water Beverage 

(reformulated) 
  n.d. 

American Fare Kiwi Strawberry Sparkling Water n.d.   

Canfield's Red Raspberry Sparkling Water   <1 

Fresca Sparkling Peach Citrus Flavored Soda* n.d.   

Diet 7-UP with Splenda* n.d.   

Fresca, Sparkling Citrus*   n.d. 

Minute Maid Lemonade* <1   

 

Minute Maid Pink Lemonade* <1   

Sunkist Orange Soda <1   

Safeway Select Diet Orange, lot 1 79.2   

Safeway Select Diet Orange, lot 2 15.2 10.7 

Safeway Select Diet Orange, lot 3 13.2 11.4 

Safeway Select Diet Orange, lot 4   1.2 

Shasta Caffeine Free Orange Soda 1.9   

Antarctica Guarana   <1 

Fanta Pineapple   <1 

Crush Pineapple   9.2 

Sunny D Citrus Punch, lot 1 1.1   

Sunny D Citrus Punch, lot 2 3.5   

Sunny D Tangy Original Citrus Punch n.d. n.d. 

Country Time Lemonade n.d.   

Hawaiian Punch Fruit Juicy Red, lot 1 n.d.   

Hawaiian Punch Fruit Juicy Red, lot 2 n.d.   

Tropicana Twister Orange Soda n.d.   

AquaCal Strawberry Flavored Water Beverage, lot 1 23.4   

AquaCal Strawberry Flavored Water Beverage, lot 1 

(reserve)† 
  <1 

AquaCal Strawberry Flavored Water Beverage, lot 2 10.4 9.2 

AquaCal Peach Mango Flavored Water Beverage, lot 1 2.6   

AquaCal Peach Mango Flavored Water Beverage, lot 2 4.0 3.4 

AquaCal Concord Grape Flavored Water Beverage 4.6 4.0 

Lo-Carb MONSTER Energy Supplement <1   

ROCKSTAR Energy Drink <1 <1 

BellyWashers Black Cherry Blast Vitamin C Juice 

Drink, lot 1 
2.3 2.0 

BellyWashers Black Cherry Blast Vitamin C Juice 

Drink, lot 2 
  1.6 

Products 

Containing 

Benzoate + 

Ascorbic 

acid 

(Vitamin C) 

or 

Erythorbic 

Acid 

BellyWasher Battle Berry Vitamin C Juice Drink, lot 1 2.0 1.6 



BellyWashers Battle Berry Vitamin C Juice Drink, lot 2   1.3 

BellyWashers Web Berry Vitamin C Juice Drink   1.8 

BellyWashers Eerie Berry Vitamin C Juice Drink   2.8 

SunnyD Intense Sport, Lemon/Lime   n.d. 

Giant Fruity Punch Cooler   <1 

Hawaiian Punch, Fruit Juicy Red   n.d. 

Diet Mountain Dew, lot 1** <1   

Diet Mountain Dew, lot 2** <1   

Faygo Moon Mist** 2.8   

Faygo Moon Mist**   1.4 

Diet Pepsi Twist, lot 1*   n.d. 

Diet Pepsi Twist, lot 2*   <1 

Pepsi Vanilla*   <1 

Sierra Mist Free Diet Lemon-Lime Soda* n.d.   

Slice One Diet Berry Soda*   n.d. 

Slice One Diet Orange Soda*   n.d. 

Tropicana Twister Orange*   n.d. 

Sierra Mist Free, Lemon-Lime*   n.d. 

Hi-C Blast Orange* n.d.   

Hi-C Blast Orange Supernova* <1   

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, lot 1* 76.6 87.9 

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, lot 2* 1.4 1.1 

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, lot 3*   73.9 

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, lot 4* n.d.   

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, lot 5 

(reformulated)* 
  <1 

Tropicana Orangeade* n.d.   

Mountain Dew Sugar Free MDX Energy Soda* n.d.   

Rush! Energy Lite Drink* 1.4   

AMP Energy Drink* <1   

Kool-Aid Jammers 10 Juice Drink Tropical Punch* 2.9 2.3 

Kool-Aid Jammers Juice Drink Kiwi-Strawberry, lot 1* 2.0 1.5 

Kool-Aid Jammers Juice Drink Kiwi-Strawberry, lot 2 

(reformulated)* 
<1   

Kool-Aid Jammers 10 Juice Drink Cherry*   <1 

 

Country Time Lemonade*   n.d. 

Pepsi Cola (no benzoate, ascorbate, or EDTA) n.d.   

Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange, powder (ascorbate 

only) 
n.d.   

Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice Cocktail (ascorbate 

only)*** 
<1   

Other 

Ocean Spray Light Cranberry Juice Cocktail, lot 1 

(ascorbate only)*** 
3.0 2.5 



Ocean Spray Light Cranberry Juice Cocktail, lot 2 

(ascorbate only)*** 
  4.8 

Giant Light Cranberry Juice Cocktail, lot 1 (ascorbate 

only)*** 
10.7 9.1 

Giant Light Cranberry Juice Cocktail, lot 2 (ascorbate 

only)*** 
  5.4 

 

NEW Crystal Light Sunrise Classic Orange (ascorbate, 

EDTA) 
  1.6 

*Contains EDTA (a food ingredient used to promote flavor retention) 

**Contains erythorbic acid (d-ascorbic acid, an isomer of vitamin C) 

***May contain natural benzoic acid (benzoate) 

† Manufacturer's warehoused reserve sample from this lot 

 


